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Volunteers Make Rowe a Success 
By Bill Taddicken, Director 

This year the crane season at Rowe was once again a huge 
success.  This success is only possible because of all of our 
fabulous volunteers at Rowe Sanctuary.  People came from 
eleven states to help us educate people about the cranes and 
the importance of the Platte River to wildlife and people. 

These people put in more than 4,800 volunteer hours during 
crane season leading tours, cleaning, managing people, edu-
cating, staffing the gift shop, answering the phones, repairing 
equipment, and so many other things I don’t have room to 
mention. Although the housing accommodations and the 
hours can be trying at best, everyone had a great time and 
their efforts made a huge impact on our ability to protect the 
Platte River.  Crane season proceeds make up about one third 
of our operating budget each year and we could not possibly 
do this without the generous, talented and dedicated volun-
teers that help us during crane season and all year long.  
Thank you to all the volunteers and all you do. 

If you think you might have the desire to be a part of this 
amazing group of volunteers, please contact our Volunteer 
Coordinator, Tony Docherty, at 308-468-5282 to find out 
how you can help. 
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Online Newsletter - If you are currently receiving a hardcopy of our newsletter, please consider reading it online on our web site.  This will help 
us save on printing costs, postage and will save energy.   To receive an email reminder when the online newsletter is posted to the web site, 
please contact kskaggs@audubon.org. 

Crane Cam is Getting a Facelift for 2011  

The Crane Cam has been a standard in many households, 
offices and schools since 2003.  It has been a huge success 
and is watched by people from all over the world on a daily 
basis.  Teachers have utilized Crane Cam for educating their 
classes and many people have told me they leave it on their 
computer all night to listen to the sounds of cranes while they 
sleep. 

As many of you that followed the Crane Cam this year are 
aware, we struggled to produce a quality image that we could 
share with the world.  The equipment has finally started to 
reach the end of its service life and will need to be replaced.  
I am happy to tell you that through the generous donations of 
both individuals and Corporations, next years Cam will be 

better than ever. 

Verint Systems Inc. has donated the wireless transmission 
system needed to bring the image from the river to the build-
ing.  The Platte River Recovery Implementation Program, 
Nebraska Game and Parks Commission, and many individu-
als have donated enough money to replace the camera and the 
rest of the needed equipment. 

Thank you to all that gave towards this project and a special 
thank you to the Nebraska Central Telephone Company and 
the Nebraska Educational Service Unit 10 that make it possi-
ble to put this on the internet. 
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Part of the project includes working with Horizon Middle 
School and YRTC teachers to incorporate wetland activities 
into existing school curriculum.  The culmination of the unit 
will be a trip to Rowe Sanctuary to conduct a full day of 
hands-on, inquiry–based, cross-curricular activities associ-
ated with the wetland, the river and the restoration. 

Though this is a very small wetland in the complex, it will be 
highly visible and accessible making it a showcase for the 
principles and benefits of wetland restoration.  The completed 
project will serve ten thousand students of all ages and fifteen 
thousand visitors per year helping to foster public under-
standing and support of future restoration activities along the 
Platte. 

Other partners in this endeavor include U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service, The Nature Conservancy, Nebraska Game and 
Parks Commission, University of Nebraska-Kearney, Rowe 
Volunteers, and donors like you.   Thank you to those that 
have given.  If you would like to help ensure that this exciting 
project is successful, please let us know.  

Yahoo!  This summer we are restoring the small, degraded 
wetland in front of the Jamalee Blind! 

Why am I so excited about this project?  One reason is that 
this will be the first Platte River riparian floodplain wetland 
devoted to hands-on, inquiry-based education.  It opens up a 
whole new realm of educational activities that we can offer 
here at the sanctuary! 

Another reason is that by restoring this area we add an addi-
tional wetland to the larger complex of riparian floodplain 
wetlands already restored and enhanced on Rowe Sanctuary 
and along an eighty mile stretch of the Platte River here in 
central Nebraska.  This wetland complex is a key compo-
nent of the spring staging habitat utilized by over eighty 
percent of the world’s population of sandhill cranes and the 
wild population of whooping cranes.  This area is also criti-
cal habitat for piping plovers and least terns. 

The project is slated to restore proper water levels and open 
water in the wetland and reconnect it to the river to allow 
forage fish and invertebrates to enter the area. After remov-
ing encroaching woody vegetation around the wetland, the 
area will be reseeded with a native plant mix. 

Volunteers will construct a teaching deck on one side of the 
wetland, and Horizon Middle School and the Youth Reha-
bilitation and Treatment Center (YRTC) are helping with 
reseeding and trail construction.  Interpretative displays will 
be developed and posted at the site to explain the impor-
tance of wetlands to visitors. 

Guest Feature - A Gathering of Cranes in Fairbanks,  Alaska 
By Melissa Sikes, Program Director, Friends of Creamer’s Field 

Nebraska enjoys the gathering of cranes on the Platte River 
every March and April. Alaska enjoys multitudes of cranes 
in August and September.  Creamer’s Field Migratory Wa-
terfowl Refuge in Fairbanks is one place to witness this an-
nual event as families of cranes and geese stage for their fall 
migration. The Friends of Creamer’s Field, Alaska Depart-
ment of Fish and Game, Alaska Bird Observatory, and Arc-
tic Audubon celebrate this wildlife spectacle with an annual 
three-day celebration, the Tanana Valley Sandhill Crane 
Festival. The first festival was held in 1997. Over the years 
the festival has blossomed into an action-packed 3-day 
weekend always held during the 3rd weekend in August. 
The Crane Festival now attracts people from throughout the 
United States and the World. This year’s festival will be 
held on August 20, 21, and 22nd, 2010. 

The Creamer’s Field Migratory Waterfowl Refuge is a 2,000 
acre state wildlife refuge surrounding the site of the historic 
Creamer’s Dairy. The dairy fields and barns provide a 
lovely pastoral focal point for Creamer’s Refuge. The Ref-
uge is open year-round to the public and offers wildlife 
viewing platforms  

and miles of multi-use summer and winter trails.  The Farm-
house Visitor Center contains exhibits on dairy history, mi-
gration, and wildlife as well as a small gift shop. The Visitor 
Center is open daily 10am–5pm mid-May through mid-

September and on Saturdays Noon-4pm for the remainder of 
the year. 

Weekend festival activities include: Nature Walks, Crane 
Watches, Bird Banding Demonstrations, Crafts, Wildlife 
Sketching, Crane Poetry Walk, Brunch with the Cranes, Key-
note Lecture, Birds of Prey Presentation, Photography Work-
shop, Art/Photo Exhibits, and the ever popular Crane Calling 
Contest. 

The 2010 featured speaker will be Paul Johnsgard, noted or-
nithologist, author, and artist from Nebraska. Dr. Johnsgard is 
returning for his second trip to the festival, having been the 
festival’s featured speaker in 2004. Dr. Johnsgard is a Foun-
dation Professor Emeritus of Biological Sciences at the Uni-
versity of Nebraska-Lincoln where he taught for 40 years. 

Past featured speaker and crane biologist George Archibald 
noted that “close encounters with magnificent Sandhill cranes 
are assured when one walks the paths across Creamer’s 
Fields in August as huge flocks gather before their migration 
south.  Through years of protection, the cranes have become 
amazingly tame.  It’s one of those once-in-a-lifetime experi-
ences to be so close to creatures that are usually very shy.” 

You can call 907-452-5162 or visit www.creamersfield.org 
for more information . 

Wetland Enhancement to Provide Hands-on Learning Op portunities 
By Keanna Leonard, Education Director 

Become a fan of Rowe Sanctuary on  
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Calendar of Events 

Rowe Sanctuary’s Wish List 

First Sundays at Rowe  

This monthly opportunity for nature exploration will be 
held on the first Sunday of every month at the Iain 
Nicolson Audubon Center.  To find out more, visit our 
’Calendar of Events’ page on our web site or give us a 
call at 308-468-5282. 

 

National Events 

International Migratory Bird Day  

May 8, 2010 

Typically held on the second Saturday in May, Interna-
tional Migratory Bird Day (IMBD) is celebrated when-
ever migratory bird arrival is celebrated in your own 
community.  For more information, visit 
http://www.fws.gov/birds/imbd.html  

Dusk, March 1:  “They’re finally coming!!”  A long steady 
stream of Sandhills overflew four of us in front of Rowe.  
Three nights later, a flock displaced some unhappy snow 
geese right out in front of Stevie.  For 5 minutes, I stood 
alone, cold and transfixed, as hundreds of cranes and geese 
flew right at and over me.  On my video I state, “I have never 
seen anything like this in my whole life.” 
 

But 2 days later, I was home, after a week of hanging camou-
flage, reflectors, blind window covers, painting, building a 
sundial, cleaning the barn, and being allowed to play with 
power tools.  My last job was helping Tony place the crane 
cam. 
 

I left feeling I had unfinished business in Buffalo County.  I 
was missing Rowe’s crane season and meeting other volun-
teers.  And I still had yet to be lead guide to a blind.  Keanna 
told me that volunteers were needed in early April, planting a 
idea that just maybe I could return.  I convinced my wife that 
Rowe really needed me, when it was I who needed Rowe!  
She knows my wanderlust. 
 

On March 31, I returned to more cranes, people, liquid water, 
and a house so full of volunteers that I slept in the library 
while Mike Forsberg (that Mike Forsberg) slept in Keanna’s 
office.  No problem. Two Mikes.  Two nights both of us were 
there.  Two nights I took his advice and slept in the gift shop, 
where I fell asleep to the sound of cranes.  Too cool. 
 

I was up at 5 a.m. and in bed at 10 p.m..  I went to the blinds 
11 times, was lead guide twice and ran the crane cam once.  
Rosemary offered me a teaching job in South Dakota 
(declined) and asked me to clean the men’s bathroom 
(accepted).  I taught Crane 101, painted, answered questions, 
did dishes and got dinner for everybody one night.  Once, as 
lead guide, I had to be gatekeeper, but my good friends Erv 
and Sandra took care of the visitors inside.  At Rowe, we do 
whatever needs to be done. 
 

I met Carolyn, who along with Janet, reinforced my opinion 
that Sandhillers are a special breed.  I can’t remember all the 
volunteers I met, but I will always remember how supportive 
everybody was!  It has been a long time since I felt so alive.  
When I called, my wife commented that my voice was differ-
ent. 
 

Rowe runs on a shoestring, 4 staff are the heart, scores of 
volunteers the lifeblood.  I have seldom worked with such a 
smoothly running system that melded many different person-
alities to focus on having visitors see the cranes, protect the 
birds and the Platte ecosystem. 
 

I hit the peak of the season.  One visitor said she never saw 
better dancing on the stage.  Another visitor quietly wept, she 
was so moved.  One night, maybe 50,000 darkened the west-
ern sky.  I told many visitors that I paid my way up, worked 
17 hour days, saw the cranes morning and night, and finished 
with “Am I lucky or what?” 
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Am I Lucky or What? 
By Mike Smith, Volunteer - Tucson, AZ 



Rowe Sanctuary/Iain Nicolson Audubon Center Donors 
 

Rowe Sanctuary would like to thank 
everyone who has supported our work 
on behalf of cranes and other wildlife 
that depend on the Platte River and its 
associated ecosystems. 

(The following gifts were received between 
January 1 and March31, 2010) 

 

Organizational Support 
 

$1,000-$4,999 

Burchell’s White Hill Farmhouse Inn 

Cabela’s 

Calamus Outfitters 

Country Inn & Suites 

Educational Service Unit 10 

Nebraska Central Telephone Company 

Nebraska Master Naturalist 

Sandhills Motel & Canoe Rental 
 

$500-$999 

Headwaters Corporation 
 

$50-$499 

Buffalo County Visitor Promotion Com-
mittee 

 

Individuals 
 

$500 and above 

Regina Phelps 
 

$100-$499 

Lueshens’ Birders  

Friendship Force Club of Lincoln  

Cathy Beard 

Ann & Richard Boelter 

David & Dorothy Bowman 

Susen Buckendorf 

Gregg Campbell 

Dr. & Mrs. Roger A. Cutshall 

Linda Deschane 

Kathleen Durham 

     In memory of Hazel Pierce 

Robert & Susan Elmore 

Michael Farrell 

David Grimwood 

Carolyn Hall 

Diane Hutton 

Haruko Ishiyama 

Linnea Johnson 

Colin & Sandra Kavanagh 

Jeanie Kenkel 

Douglas Latka 

Sally Lewis 

Joe McDaniel 

Neva Pruess 

Donald Ralston 

Jay Rasmussen 

Donna Royer 

Ed & Eve Scantling 

Charles & Vickie Schaepler 

Thomas & Brenda Smith 

Lawrence & Marilyn Staples 

Bob Stoppkotte 

Jane Wallower 

Marcia & Don Welch 

Bonnie White 

Marsha Fangmeyer & James Wiest 

Greg & Dina Wingfield 
 

$50-$99 

Ron & Melinda Bazata 

Tom Bonfili 

Don & Mary Brown 

Richard Coil 

Sean Cotter 

Carol Crowe 

Michael Emmons 

Patty Geist 

Shirley Goff 

Mary Hall 

Robert & Patricia Hill 

Doug & Marcie Holmes 

Gregg Johnson 

LeRoy & Donna Kuta 

Tom & Karen Parkman 

Bob & Pat Perry 

Cindy Powell 

Amalia Pugh 

Richard & Betty Ann Ritscher 

Mike Smith 

Shelley Smith 

Colin & Janet Wilke 

Nancy Worth 
 

$1-$49 

Prairie View Gardens  

John Klindt & Shelley Albers 

Iris Bicak 

Judy Bodman 

Judith Boyce 

Sally Bush 

Karin & Jess Cassel 

Priscilla Dean 

T. DeAngelis 

Karen Dvorak 

Don & Audrey Enloe 

Karin Erickson 

Julie Fischer 

Mary Ava Gossman 

Judy Greenwald 

Michael Hathaway 

Lea Hortin 

Laura Hubers 

Anne James 

Kim Lecher 

Mary McCoy 

Lea Mesner 

Neil & Jennifer Miller 

Broch Muhs 

Wolfgang Oesterreich 

Sally Ooms 

Kathleen Scholl 

Sybil Schroeder 

Mary Slantz 

Christina Usher 

Elaine Usher 

Jerome Wagner 

Lois Winkel 

Michael Wolesky 

     In memory of Phillip A. Henderson 

 
 

The support and recognition of all our do-
nors is extremely important to us.  We 
apologize if a donor has been inadvertently 
left off this list.  Please let us know of any 
missing names so corrections can be made 
in the next issue. 

 

 



Native to Nebraska, river otters disappeared from the state 
in the early 1900’s due to the fur harvest industry.  In the 
late 1980’s, two dozen river otters were released on the 
sanctuary by the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission as 
part of a project to reintroduce this species to the state. 

Since that release, otters have been reported on or near the 
sanctuary from time to time and I was fortunate enough to 
see three in December of 2002 a couple of miles down-
stream of the center.  Other staff and visitors have caught a 
glimpse of these cool critters since then, but I haven’t seen 
one since. 

This past winter, multiple sightings occurred on the sanctu-
ary, with the first coming a mere 20 yards outside the Di-
rector’s window here at the center.  Bill quickly called 
Keanna into his office to see the otter and both were able to 
watch it work its way upstream, then out of sight.  I missed 
seeing this individual by minutes that morning, as I took a 
brief detour on my way into work in order to check on 
some trumpeter swans that had been staying close by.  I 
enjoyed the swans, but really wanted to get a look at that 
otter. 

The next report came from Bill’s wife, as she discovered tracks 
and slides in a cornfield between their house and the river after a 
fresh, powdery snow.  Mike Forsberg later followed the tracks 
back to the river, passing right by a camera trap he had set up on 
the sanctuary, but no picture of the otter.  Mike did inform me 
that it appeared that there were at least two individuals, maybe 
three from all of the sign he was finding along the river.  My 
chances of seeing an otter again were improving. 

March was now here and more eyes would be on the river, thus 
more sightings, which proved to be true.  One of our volunteers, 
Ed Pembleton, while guiding one of our morning crane viewing 
trips, witnessed an otter fishing and eating his/her catch right in 
front of our Jamalee blind.  More sightings followed, with sev-
eral crane watchers catching glimpses of an otter from a blind.  
Those lucky boogers! 

I finally made it out to the blinds a few times late in the season, 
but by that time the otter sightings had ceased.  Even though I 
didn’t see an otter during March or April, it was exciting to think 
that we may have a family residing on the sanctuary.  When I 
confirm that we do, I’ll be sure to let everyone know.  :-) 

The Braided River Society 

 The Braided River Society recognizes generous individual donors whose annual support of $500 or more sustains our mission to 
preserve Platte River ecosystems for cranes and other wildlife.  We hope you consider joining them, making possible the education 
and conservation work at Rowe Sanctuary that will help develop a culture of conservation committed to the future of this treasured 
natural resource. 

Whooping Crane 

$10,000-$24,999 

Margery Nicolson 

Emma Jane Wilder 
 

Sandhill Crane 

$5,000-$9,999 

Mitzi Fox 
 

Bald Eagle 

$2,500-$4,999 

Margot Griswold 

Charlotte Griswold-Tergis 

Paul & Vicki Williams 
 

Piping Plover 

$1,000-$2,499 

Jon & Leslie Abegglen 

Don & Judy Brockmeier 

Marian Brown 

Linda Brown 

LeRoy & Kate Ellison 

Nancy & Larry Forsberg 

Doug Kristensen & Terri Harder 

Kay Horner 

Diane Gilles & Stephen Johnson 

John & Jannie Lobel 

James & Kathleen McKenzie 

Richard Nelson 

Alice Rumery 

Katheryn Russi 

Lee & Delphine Sanks 

Bill & Autumn Taddicken 
 

Meadowlark 

$500-$999 

Rob & Susan Ahlschwede 

Mote Andrews 

Roger Neil & Marla Bouton 

John & Pat Brotherton 

Alice Epstein 

Mike & Becky Evers 

George Gauthier 

Garry George 

Joel & Jill Johnson 

Marian Langan & David Murphy 

Dan & Carol Lindstrom 

Brian & Jane Moody 

Diana Nevins 

Dean & Trudy Plautz 

Scott & Mary Lou Reed 

Bill & Jeanne Ross 

Kirk & Jennifer Summers 

Rae Ellen Syverson 

Ed & Wilma Taddicken 

Kirby Zicafoose 

Nature Notes - The Ghost Otter 
By Kent Skaggs, Office Manager 



The mission of Rowe Sanctuary is to preserve Platte 
River ecosystems for cranes and other wildlife 

through conservation and education.  

 
 
 

You can now make donations online through our websi te at 
www.rowesanctuary.org! 

 
When considering a cash gift to Rowe Sanctuary, ple ase 
check with your employer to see if they have a matc hing 
gift program.  This is a way to make your gift do m ore for 

wildlife!  

Rowe Sanctuary 
44450 Elm Island Road 

Gibbon, Nebraska  68840 

�
����
������
������
	���
����

����������������������������������������������������	�
������	�
������	�
������	�
����������
NON-PROFIT 

ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

PERMIT NO. 22 

GIBBON, NE  68840 

General Information 
 

Iain Nicolson Audubon Center at Rowe Sanctuary 
44450 Elm Island Road 

Gibbon, NE 68840 
Phone: 308-468-5282 

www.rowesanctuary.org 
 

Open Monday - Friday 9 - 5; Sunday 1 - 4 
Open 7 days a week during crane season 

 
Director:  Bill Taddicken  btaddicken@audubon.org 

Education Director: Keanna Leonard  kleonard@audubon.org 
Office Manager: Kent Skaggs  kskaggs@audubon.org 

Naturalist-Volunteer Coordinator: Tony Docherty 
adocherty@audubon.org 

 
Stewardship Board Members: 

 Jon Abegglen  Bill Ross 
 Joel Johnson   Ed Scantling  
 Doug Kristensen  Kirk & Jen Summers 
 Dan Lindstrom  Chair Carol Wahl 
 Janice McGregor  Holly Warth 
 Brian Moody 

Please send me information on how to name Rowe Sanctuary in 
my will or retirement plan. 

 

Name_______________________________________________ 

Address_____________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip_________________________________________ 
 

Please mail to the address above or email us at 
kskaggs@audubon.org. Thank you! 

100% Post Consumer Waste 


