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Volunteers Make Migration Season A Success  
By Bill Taddicken, Director 

Sanctuary/Center News 

The crane migration season was a huge success this year.  
The Iain Nicolson Audubon Center at Rowe Sanctuary was 
very busy with thousands of tourists coming to see the cranes 
and other wildlife.  Daily classes were provided to teach peo-
ple about the cranes and the Platte River.  The morning and 
evening each day was very busy with tours to viewing blinds 
on the edge of the river to see and experience the cranes on 
their nightly roosts and the annual Family Crane Carnival 
was once again a huge success. 

The fabulous volunteers that help out each year make all of 
these programs possible and so much more.  Rowe Sanctuary 
is so fortunate to have these dedicated individuals willing to 
give their time and expertise to make all this available to the 
public so they can learn about the wonder of the spring mi-
gration.  This year we had over 50 volunteers from all over 
the country come to help.  Many are local people that take 
time out of their busy schedules to help and others come from 
distant locales to give their time.   

All of these people contribute long, or odd hours of service so 
that everyone can learn about the cranes and the river.  They 
help with every task from cleaning to leading tours.  The time 
the volunteers spend at Rowe Sanctuary is also generously 
mixed with lots of fun, good food and even better company. 

Rowe Sanctuary staff wants to thank each and every one of 
our volunteers for everything they give.  Without their gener-

Birdathon to be held May 9th 

Rowe Sanctuary will be holding its annual Birdathon on May 
9th, which is also International Migratory Bird Day.  This 
activity is a annual fundraiser for the sanctuary that is always 
a lot of fun.  The staff solicits pledges based on the number of 
species seen during the big day, which will start at 6 a.m. and 
end that evening.  Last year, Rowe’s Birdathon team traveled 
to various birding destinations in southcentral Nebraska and 
totaled 110 species for the day.  Our goal for this year will be 
120 species! 

If you live nearby and would like to join us, contact Kent 
Skaggs at 308-468-5282 or kskaggs@audubon.org by May 
8th.  If you would like to make a pledge or send a donation in 
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support of our efforts, you can do so by mailing to:  Rowe 
Sanctuary Birdathon, 44450 Elm Island Rd., Gibbon, NE  
68840. 
 

Rowe Sanctuary receives bequest 

Rowe Sanctuary recently received a bequest in the amount of 
$35,000 from the John R.E. Bliese Revocable Trust as a me-
morial to his parents, John and Margaret Bliese.  The Bliese’s 
played a critical role in describing much of the flora and 
fauna of Rowe Sanctuary, especially birds. 

We are most grateful to the donor.  The funds will be used for 
conservation and education, although a specific memorial has 
not been determined at this time. 

osity, Audubon would not be able to connect people to nature 
in such a meaningful way. 

If you wish to learn more or join our volunteer program 
please contact Tony Docherty at 308-468-5282. 
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Conservation News - Whooping Cranes  
had arrived at Aransas National Wildlife Refuge on the Gulf 
coast of Texas. During the 2008 breeding season at Wood 
Buffalo National Park in Canada, there were 66 recorded 
nests with 64 chicks hatched, with 41 surviving to fledge.  
During the fall migration, 34 birds were lost along the way to 
their wintering grounds to unknown causes.  This past winter 
another 21 birds died on the wintering grounds in Texas 
mainly due to starvation.  This area of Texas has been in an 
extreme drought and has reduced the foraging area available 
to whooping cranes.  Blue crabs make up a major portion of 
their diet on the wintering grounds.  Even before the drought, 
there were fewer crabs available to the cranes, so the drought 
has only exacerbated the problem.  The hurricane that hit this 
region last fall has played a role too as it changed the land-
scape in the area, further reducing food sources available to 
the cranes.  As of late April 2009, the number of whooping 
cranes was estimated at 247. 

Even though their numbers have grown from 15 in 1955, the 
recovery still has a long way to go and many obstacles to 
overcome.  The central flyway flock is the only viable migra-
tory breeding flock in the world. Conservation efforts should 
focus on increasing our understanding of what the needs of 
this flock of whooping cranes are so that it continues to grow 
even as other avenues are explored to preserve the species. 

Group To Develop Action Plan For Whooping Cranes  

This April Audubon’s Rowe Sanctuary, the Nature Conser-
vancy (TNC), the Platte River Whooping Crane Mainte-
nance Trust (Crane Trust), and the Platte River Recovery 
Implementation Program (PRRIP) developed and hosted the 
first of three conservation action planning meetings for the 
endangered whooping crane in the central flyway 
(WhooperCAP).  The first meeting was held at the Crane 
Trust offices on April 3-5.  Scientists and land managers 
from Canada, Texas, Mexico, and Nebraska got together to 
work on a flyway-wide action plan using TNC’s Mirada 
program to identify threats, stresses and action items for the 
whooping cranes on their migratory route. The next meeting 
will be held in Canada this fall to identify the threats, 
stresses and action items for the breeding grounds.  The last 
workgroup will get together in mid-winter in Texas to work 
on the same items for the wintering grounds. 

The whooping crane is still one of the most endangered bird 
species on the planet.  This plan will develop a set of action 
items to address threats and stresses on the whooping cranes 
that land managers in the central flyway can use to help in 
the recovery of the species. 

 

Whooping Crane numbers update - April 2009 

As of late fall in 2008, an estimated 270 whooping cranes 

Nature Notes - Doing our part 
By Kent Skaggs, Office Manager 

Birdwatching has been and continues to be one of the fastest 
growing outdoor recreational activities in the United States.  
It often provides an economic boost to areas of the country 
that are in need of tourism dollars and keeps optics dealers 
and stores that sell bird seed happy too.  A lot of people 
benefit from this activity, but what about the birds? 

I recently listened to a podcast on birdwatchersdigest.com, 
where contributor Julie Zickefoose discussed the hunting of 
sandhill cranes.  Although not in favor of hunting sandhill 
cranes, she came to understand that lots of the habitat for 
wildlife she enjoys watching has been funded by hunters. 

Through the purchase of Federal Migratory Bird Hunting 
and Conservation Stamps, commonly known as “Duck 
Stamps”, and state Habitat Stamps, hunters are funding ar-
eas that non-consumptive outdoor recreationists enjoy too.  
For the past 75 years, sales of  Duck Stamps alone have 
raised over $700 million dollars which has been used to ac-
quire over 5.2 million acres of habitat for the National Wild-
life Refuge System. 

Members of conservation groups such as Ducks Unlimited, 
Pheasants Forever, Quail Unlimited and the Rocky Moun-
tain Elk Foundation are made up mostly of hunters.  Their 
missions are much the same as the National Audubon Soci-

ety in that they want to conserve wildlife for future genera-
tions. 

The intent of this article isn’t to promote hunting, but to ask 
what more can we do as birdwatchers to support our hobby?  
We don’t have to buy a Duck Stamp to watch ducks or pur-
chase a Habitat Stamp to watch quail.  But purchasing stamps 
such as the ones mentioned would help to conserve habitat 
for both, as well as for numerous other species. 

I’m 43 and I stopped hunting in my early twenties for various 
reasons.  It recently struck me that I did more monetarily to 
support habi-
tat preserva-
tion during 
the time that I 
hunted than I 
have since.  
Who’s fault 
is that?  
Mine.  Time 
for me to put 
my money 
where my 
heart is. 



Calendar of Events 

Rowe Sanctuary’s Wish List 

At Rowe Sanctuary 

Big Bend SOAR Camps   

June 15-18 & June 22-25 

Big Bend SOAR (Summer Orientation 
About Rivers) Camp is a nature day 
camp where children can learn about 
the Platte River and other natural areas 
in and around Buffalo and Kearney 
Counties.�

 

FLYING HIGHER 

June 10-11�

Flying Higher is a hands-on, ecology 
camp geared for kids presently in 6th 
through 8th grade. 

 

National Events 

International Migratory Bird Day      
May 9 

International Migratory Bird Day focuses 
on the most important event of a migra-
tory bird - its journey between its sum-
mer and winter homes.  For more infor-
mation, visit:  
http://www.birdday.org/index.php 

 

American Wetlands Month  

May will mark the 19th anniversary of 
American Wetlands Month, which cele-
brates the vital importance of our Na-
tion’s wetlands.  To see what is hap-
pening in your area visit:  
http://www.epa.gov/wetlands/awm/#ev
ents 

�

National Get Outdoors Day     
June 13 

An annual event to encourage healthy, 
active outdoor fun across the nation.  
To find out more, visit:  
http://www.funoutdoors.com/node/view
/2272 

 

Great American Backyard Camp-
out     June 27 

Held each June, the Great American 
Backyard Campout encourages people 
to get out and experience the joys of 
camping.  For more information visit:   
http://www.nwf.org/BackyardCampout/ 
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Rowe Sanctuary/Iain Nicolson Audubon Center Donors 

Rowe Sanctuary would like to thank 
everyone who has supported our work 
on behalf of cranes and other wildlife 
that depend on the Platte River and its 
associated ecosystems. 

(The following gifts were received between 
January 1 and March 31, 2009) 
 

Organizational Support 
 

$2,500 and above 

Kinder Morgan Foundation 
 

Individuals 
 

$1,000-$2,499 

Nancy & Larry Forsberg * 

Scott Reed 
 

$100-$499 

Harvey & Kathleen Abrams 

Rob & Susan Ahlschwede 

Ruth M. Baker 

Richard & Ann Boelter 

David & Dorothy Bowman 

Susen Buckendorf 

Ron & Diane Buege 

Jane Burke 

C.R. Burke 

John Capone 

Dr. & Mrs. Roger A. Cutshall 

Michael Farrell 

John & LaJean Firminhac 

Jason & Jennifer Fowler 

Sarah Greene 

Sean Hassinger 

Nancy Hassinger 

Haruko Ishiyama 

Colin & Sandy Kavanagh 

Fran & Berke Landrum 

Gerald & Karen Mines 

Brian & Jane Moody 

Jim & Kitty Rogers 

Donna Royer 

Sandra Sappington 

Lawrence & Marilyn Staples 

Pamela Starr 

Jane Wallower 

Bonnie White 

Janet & Colin Wilke 

Donna Willey 

Michael & Ellen Williamson 

Patricia Young 
 

$50-$99 

Nancy Bonefas 

Scott Casper 

Winifred Cloud 

Richard Coil 

Ann Delarot 

Stan Dobosz 

Mary Herndon 

Ann Holt-Harris 

Virginia Huntington 

Keith Johnson 

Ahmed & Tina Kutty 

Sandra Maahs 

Michael Martin 

Isobel Osius 

Tom & Karen Parkman 

Ed & Sil Pembleton 

Noyes Rogers 

Harry Rozelle 

Elizabeth Ruppert 

Faye Schrater 

Chris Stewart 

Martha Tacha 

Virginia Tingle 

Michel Cavigelli & Martha Tomecek 

Sandra Wood 

Karin Zahorik 
 

$1-$49 

Bruce Ables 

Kenneth & Glenda Allen 

Ann Marie Birky & Richard Britton 

Roger & Anita Caven 

Sedgley Claire 

Lillian Connelly 

John Csoka 

Jack Cudaback 

Barbara Cunningham 

Judy Deater 

Karin Erickson 

Gail Ewin 

Michael Hathaway 

Rebecca Hauge 

Laura Hubers 

Anne James 

Kristine Klewin 

Kim Lecher 

Sandra Lewis 

Todd & Mary-Ann Madison 

Ellen Magee 

Mary McCoy 

Linda Millemann 

Neil & Jennifer Miller 

Robert Motz 

Ronald Parish 

Lisa Pettitt 

Elizabeth Pulling 

Barb Roberts 

Mary Schere 

Sybil Schroeder 

Dorothy Shaffer 

Scott & Jean Sidwell 

Melvin C. Suhr 

James Swinehart 

Sue Thomas 

Edwina Trichler 

Lee Tyler 

Donald & Frances Vannoy 

James Warrick 

Roberta Yankey  
 

The support and recognition of all our donors is extremely 
important to us.  We apologize if a donor has been inadvertently 
left off this list.  Please let us know of any missing names so 
corrections can be made in the next issue. 
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Education - The importance of wetlands 
By Keanna Leonard, Education Director 

as sandhill and whooping cranes. 

We rely on wetlands to provide raw 
materials for industry and medicine, 
and food for people including cranber-
ries, fish and shrimp.  Wetlands also 
provide valuable open space and rec-
reational opportunities from hiking, 
fishing, hunting to birdwatching. 

People are now recognizing that wet-
lands are invaluable resources to land-
owners, communities, and the nation.  
Wetlands today are protected by legis-
lation, conservation easements and 
local restrictions. The EPA has even 
proclaimed May as American Wet-
lands Month to increase public aware-
ness and celebrate there importance. 

If you have not discovered wetlands, 
take time to explore one near you.  
Then develop a wetland walk for your 
community, organize a cleanup or help 
in restoration efforts.  Just get in-
volved so the next generation of kids 
can have the chance to muck around 
wetlands too. 

I have always loved mucking around in 
wetlands. As a child I played in and 
around the creeks and ponds on our 
farm.  I wrote my thesis on wetlands 
and worked in the Rainwater Basin 
wetlands at Sacramento Wildlife Man-
agement Area near Wilcox, Nebraska.  
Now I have the pleasure of introducing 
people to the wet meadows and 
sloughs around the Platte River. 

It’s hard to simply describe wetlands 
because there are so many different 
types, but generally they are defined by 
their soils, water regime and the plants 
that grow in them.  Soil makeup varies 
from region to region, but are saturated 
or covered by water all or part of the 
year.  The plants found in wetlands are 
especially adapted to living in wet 
soils. 

The reason that wetlands are wet var-
ies.  Most are in low-lying areas catch-
ing and holding water runoff like those 
in the Rainwater Basin.  Some, such as 
the wet meadows found in the Platte 
River valley, are fed by groundwater.  
Those found along rivers and lakes 

receive water from overflow, and 
coastal wetlands are kept wet by the 
tides. 

For centuries, wetlands were only seen 
as land waiting for improvement.  We 
drained and filled most of our natu-
rally occurring wetlands before we 
started understanding that healthy wet-
lands were important components of 
our ecosystems. 

Wetlands are truly amazing in the 
work that they do. They improve wa-
ter quality by absorbing pollutants and 
filtering out sediments from the water.  
Wetlands work like sponges to slow 
down and hold storm water runoff.  
Then they slowly release water to re-
plenish streams and recharge ground-
water.  Wetlands even buffer shore-
lines against erosion. 

Wetlands are one the most productive 
ecosystems on earth.  They produce 
more biodiversity per acre than any 
other ecosystem in the world.  They 
provide essential habitat for wildlife 
including many migratory birds such 

The Braided River Society 

 In 2009 Rowe Sanctuary is happy to announce the formation of the Braided 
River Society.  This society recognizes generous individual donors whose an-
nual support of $500 or more sustains our mission to conserve Platte River eco-
systems for cranes and other wildlife. 

The Platte River is North America’s most important “braided river” ecosystem.  
Donors are making possible the education and conservation work at Rowe 
Sanctuary that will help develop a culture of conservation committed to the fu-
ture of this treasured natural resource.  The Braided River Society is one way 
we can extend special recognition to donors leading the effort to establish a 
natural legacy for the future.  If you are interested in joining this society, please 
contact Bill Taddicken at 308-468-5282 or  billtaddicken@nctc.net. 

 Thanks to these charter members of the Braided River Society  

(gifts received from January 1 - March 31, 2009) 

 

Piping Plover 

$1,000-$2,499 

Jon & Leslie Abegglen 

LeRoy & Kate Ellison 
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The mission of Rowe Sanctuary is to preserve Platte  
River ecosystems for cranes and other wildlife 

through conservation and education.  

 
 

Rowe Sanctuary 
44450 Elm Island Road 

Gibbon, Nebraska  68840 

� 
����
��� �� �
��� �� �
	 �� �
��� �

��� � ���������������� �������� ���������������� �������� 	�
������	�
������	�
������	�
������ ����
NON-PROFIT 

ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

PERMIT NO. 22 

GIBBON, NE  68840 

General Information 
 

Iain Nicolson Audubon Center at Rowe Sanctuary 
44450 Elm Island Road 

Gibbon, NE 68840 
Phone: 308-468-5282 

www.rowesanctuary.org 
 

Open Monday - Friday, 9 am - 5 pm 
Open 7 days a week during crane season 

 
Director:  Bill Taddicken  btaddicken@audubon.org 

Education Director: Keanna Leonard  kleonard@audubon.org 
Office Manager: Kent Skaggs  kskaggs@audubon.org 

Naturalist-Volunteer Coordinator: Tony Docherty 
adocherty@audubon.org 

 
Stewardship Board Members: 

 Jon Abegglen  Brian Moody 
 Joel Johnson   Bill Ross  
 Doug Kristensen  Ed Scantling 
 Dan Lindstrom  Chair Kirk & Jen Summers 
 Kathleen McKenzie Holly Warth 

Please send me information on how to name Rowe Sanctuary in 
my will or retirement plan. 

 

Name_______________________________________________ 

Address_____________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip_________________________________________ 
 

Please mail to the address above or email us at 
kskaggs@audubon.org. Thank you! 
 

You can now make donations online through our websi te at 
www.rowesanctuary.org! 

100% Post Consumer Waste 


