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Please be aware that our blinds offer good 
panoramic views of large flocks of cranes, but 
may not provide good opportunities for close-
ups of the cranes unless you have at least a 
400mm lens or larger. 
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For the serious nature photographer or 
enthusiast, we offer photo blinds set very close 
to the major crane roost sites on the river.  
Photography opportunities should be excellent 
for either still or video cameras.  Blinds are 
available for $150/night (plus tax).  Maximum 
capacity is two people and each blind is 
equipped with small porta-potties.  You are 
responsible for bringing the proper equipment 
to stay warm overnight.  Reservations can be 
made starting January 3, 2011.  For additional 
details, call 308-468-5282. 

 
 

ROWE SANCTUARY  & T HE 
IAIN  NICOLSON AUDUBON CENTER 

44450 ELM  ISLAND RD 
GIBBON , NE  68840 

308-468-5282 
www.rowesanctuary.org 

 
VISITOR  CENTER HOURS 

(CRANE SEASON) 
8-5:30 EVERYDAY  

FEBRUARY  15-APRIL  15 
 

Michael Forsberg / www.michaelforsberg.com 
 

Every March and early April, over 500,000 sandhill 
cranes converge on the Platte River valley in 
southcentral Nebraska to fuel up for the remainder of 
their trip to nesting grounds further north. 
 
Rowe Sanctuary is located right in the heart of this 
magnificent crane staging area.  We offer guided field 
trips to view the spectacular concentrations of 
sandhill cranes from viewing blinds on the banks of 
the Platte River.  Field trips to our viewing blinds are 
timed to provide superb opportunities to see this 
spectacle and we limit group size to maintain the 
quality and uniqueness of your experience.  For more 
details, take a look inside. 

  

Viewing Blind 

Experience Nature at 

it’s best!  



Dates: 
March 5 - April 10  (The annual Rivers & Wildlife 
Celebration will be held March 18th - 20th.  Please 
contact us for availability during this time.) 
 
Field trip start times: 
· Morning: 5:30 a.m. March 5 - 12 
  6:30 a.m. March 13 - April 10 
····    Evening: 5:30 p.m. March 5 - 12 
  6:30 p.m. March 13 - April 10 
Please arrive 15 minutes prior to your field trip 

start time to check in! 
 
Where to Meet 
All field trips start at the Iain Nicolson Audubon 
Center (see map below - map is not to scale).  
Directions from Kearney:  Take I-80 E to exit 285 
(Gibbon exit - look for signs).  Go south for 
approximately 2 miles on Lowell Rd to Elm Island 
Rd and then 2 miles west to the center.  You will 
receive further instructions once you reach the 
visitor center parking area. 
 
What to Wear 
March and April can be very cold, so please watch 
the weather and dress appropriately.  Since you will 
be standing in an unheated blind for 
about 2 hours, the following are 
strongly recommended: 
 

· The warmest coat and clothing 
you have, including long 
underwear 

· The warmest shoes or  
 boots you have 
· Wool or synthetic socks  
 (avoid cotton) 
· Very warm mittens or gloves 
· Stocking cap or insulated hat 
 

Remember, it is easier to dress too 
warm and take it off than not dress 
warm enough. 
 

Also, please wear dark clothing as 
this helps us to blend in when 
walking to and from the blinds. 
 

What to Expect 
A typical field trip begins and ends with a walk of 
1/4 - 1/2 of a mile.  In the mornings we approach 
under the cover of darkness to prevent spooking the 
cranes.  In the evening we go in before sunset, then 
view the cranes as they come in until it is dark 
enough that we can quietly exit without disturbing 
the cranes.  Field trips last approximately 2 hours. 
 
The Blinds 
Our viewing blinds are fully enclosed structures, 
which hold from 26 to 32 people.  The blinds 
provide protection from the elements, but are not 
heated.  Benches are available for resting. 
 
Making Reservations 
Reservations will be taken starting January 3, 2011 
on a first come, first served basis.  Please call 308-
468-5282.  There is a charge of $25 per person per 
field trip (price does not include tax).  Prepayment 
is required, Visa and MasterCard are accepted.  
Cancellations are refundable up to 48 hours prior to 
your trip. 
 
Lodging 
The city of Kearney is closest to our location (20-25 
minutes away) and has numerous hotels/motels.  If 
Kearney is full, Grand Island, Hastings, and 
Minden are good alternatives.  For additional 
information on the communities listed above, please 
check out our ‘Links of Interest’ page on our 
website at www.rowesanctuary.org. 
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What to Bring/Not to bring  
· Binoculars and spotting scopes 
· Cameras (NO FLASHES) 
· Video cameras—these are BEST for recording 

the whole experience, sights and sounds! 
· Warm drinks (there are clean chemical toilets 

outside each blind) 
· Food or snacks 
· NO cell phones or flashlights 
 
Options for the Physically, Visually or Hearing  
Impaired 
The gathering of cranes on the Platte is both a visual 
and an auditory experience—thus people who have 
limited capabilities of one of these senses can still 
greatly enjoy the experience.  We are willing to do 
whatever it takes to help you, your family member, 
or friend who has special needs to gain access to our 
blinds.  Please tell the person who is taking your 
reservation that you will require special care. 
 
For additional information, please visit our 
website at www.rowesanctuary.org 

To Kearney 


